
 
 

State Department of Health Warns the Public in Central New York About Alarming 

Increase In Opioid Overdoses 

 

Providers and Public Encouraged to Take Advantage of New Standing Order, Allowing 

New Yorkers to Get Naloxone Without a Prescription 

 

ALBANY, N.Y. (August 26, 2022) – The New York State Department of Health has been made 

aware of a rapid increase in opioid-related overdoses in the Central New York region. Other 

areas of the state should also be aware and take precautions. These overdoses are likely linked to 

fentanyl, which is a powerful opioid that is often added to other drugs like heroin, as well as, 

cocaine, crystal methamphetamine and illicitly manufactured pills, including benzodiazepines 

and other psychostimulants like Molly and MDMA. 

 

Fentanyl is 50-100 times stronger than heroin and has contributed to an increase in opioid 

overdose deaths in recent years. Nearly half of all overdose deaths in New York State now 

involve fentanyl. The public and providers are encouraged to recognize the signs of overdose and 

take advantage of the resources available through the Opioid Overdose Prevention Program to 

help those in need. 

 

“Cases of overdose are on the rise in Central New York, but we can make each overdose less 

likely to be fatal,” State Health Commissioner Dr. Mary T. Bassett said. “Fentanyl has made 

all street drugs more dangerous and non-opioid drugs like methamphetamines can be fatal, too. I 

carry naloxone, just in case. And I urge everyone never to hesitate to call 911.” 

 

Opioid overdose signs and symptoms include slow or shallow breathing, uneven or no breathing, 

blue or purplish-black lips or fingernails, unresponsiveness, and unconsciousness. The signs and 

symptoms and characteristics to identify a methamphetamine overdose include agitation, chest 

pain, irregular or stopped heart, high body temperature and seizure. 

 

Recently, Dr. Bassett announced a statewide pharmacy standing order for naloxone that began on 

Monday, August 15, 2022. Naloxone is a medication that can be easily administered to block the 

effects of opioids allowing a stricken person to regain consciousness and resume normal 

breathing. Providers, the public, and family members of those suffering with addiction are 

encouraged to obtain naloxone and become familiar with its administration.      

 

Through the State Health Department's Naloxone Co-payment Assistance Program (N-CAP), 

insured individuals have co-payments of up to $40.00 covered by the State resulting in no cost or 

lower out-of-pocket expenses. Individuals and family members are also encouraged to keep these 

simple guides handy, in case of an emergency: How to Use Nasal Naloxone for Opioid Overdose 

or Emergency Response for Opioid Overdose. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.ny.gov%2Fdiseases%2Faids%2Fgeneral%2Fopioid_overdose_prevention%2F&data=05%7C01%7CNarelle.Ellendon%40health.ny.gov%7Cbe7587ced786469c79d108da87a0d6a0%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637971422401508472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VQ5bOgZyk25mJ%2FumjhCwAfcnG0SjAWR%2Fh73MXie2EWA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhealth.ny.gov%2Fpress%2Freleases%2F2022%2F2022-08-11_naloxone.htm&data=05%7C01%7CNarelle.Ellendon%40health.ny.gov%7Cbe7587ced786469c79d108da87a0d6a0%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637971422401508472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mx3Rmx3EYj7puJXTA%2BXSrl%2FrbpMBHxgYQvC%2FCt3%2FgEU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.ny.gov%2Fdiseases%2Faids%2Fgeneral%2Fopioid_overdose_prevention%2Fdirectories.htm&data=05%7C01%7CNarelle.Ellendon%40health.ny.gov%7Cbe7587ced786469c79d108da87a0d6a0%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637971422401664704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q7w%2BspKTTheaWcfAQFz%2FoSuih3VS5PAU3LvG7udW1hQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.ny.gov%2Fpublications%2F0160.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CNarelle.Ellendon%40health.ny.gov%7Cbe7587ced786469c79d108da87a0d6a0%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637971422401664704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ge10v8%2B%2FYOrTFK8PS8D1F4WI8WCD0z8uCQ8xvv10ckk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.ny.gov%2Fpublications%2F9866.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CNarelle.Ellendon%40health.ny.gov%7Cbe7587ced786469c79d108da87a0d6a0%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637971422401664704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J6gERjsm2vkm%2Fy1jQn86jnoIDEqkizgej0UblDd85f0%3D&reserved=0


 

Individual who use opioids or other substances, as well as their loved ones, are also encouraged 

to create an overdose prevention safety plan. Support for creating an overdose prevention plan is 

offered at Opioid Overdose Prevention Programs across the state. Family members can also 

check the Community Calendar of Opioid Overdose Trainings for an overdose prevention 

training session to learn how to identify and respond to an opioid overdose, and be trained in 

how to administer naloxone. And test strips are also available to help identify other substances 

that may be contaminated with fentanyl. 

 

New Yorkers looking for support with their substance use, or whose loved ones are seeking help, 

can find help and hope by calling the State's toll-free, 24-hour, 7-day-a-week HOPEline at 1-

877-8-HOPENY (1-877-846-7369) or by texting HOPENY (Short Code 467369). 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.ny.gov%2Fdiseases%2Faids%2Fconsumers%2Fprevention%2Fdocs%2Fcommunity_strategies.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CNarelle.Ellendon%40health.ny.gov%7Cbe7587ced786469c79d108da87a0d6a0%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637971422401664704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XwdJJXs9V4O2MSj55SdNK9wFCHtyevLSrdtUMk7j7q8%3D&reserved=0
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